JAMES ANDERSON’S
AWESOME ADVENTURES




y Hitl My namae ie Jamae Andercon. | wae born in Caleutia, India, in 1€12. Here | am ac a baby, with \
my parents, Robert Andercon and Eliza Charlotte Simpson, and my older brother,

You can tell from the painting of me how much | changed when

[ grew up. Thie ie a ctory about the awesome adventurec |

had throughout my life, the many inferecting people | met

along the way, and the beautiful placee | vicited when [

worked for the Hudeon’e Bay Company.

My brother, Alexander Caulfield, and | joined
) the Hudson’s Bay Company in 1€°31.

[ wae 10 yeare old
a and my bother /
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Aftor we entered the Company, my brother and | went to Canada to begfh otr careare. Both of us
ooked forward to the adventure and excitement in ctore for ue. Our parente followed ue in the eame year, and
ceftlad in Georgina Townehip on Lake Simeoe in Uppar Canada.

[ wae firet cant fo Moose Factory near the couthern end of Jamee Bay, to work ac an Apprentica Clerk.
Qadly, my brother, Alexander Caulfield, wae cent to a diffarent post and | nevar caw him again.
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1 in love and were married at an
Indian Miceion in Sault-Sainte- /7

——
[ worked hard during those

early daye co they promoted me to
the poeition of Chief Trader at the
Lake Nipigon Post.

At the [ake Nipigon Post, |
met Margaret Mackanzie, the
daughter of a Scottich man named
Roderick Mackenzie and an Ojibway
woman named Angelique. We fell

Marie, Michigan, in Saptembar,
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Margaret and | raiced eight children together, which wae an |
adventure all ite own. Many of our children grew up to be recpected
people in Georgina, the townehip wa moved to after | ratired.
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After three yeare at Lake Nipigon, the Company placed me in charge of the Athabacea Dietrict at Fort
Chipewyan. | epent ohe year there, and then | wae trancferred to the Mackenzie River Distriet at Fort Simpeon.
When | wae there, | worked to improve the Company’e bookkesping. Thie wae a tiring and cometimee lonely job.
Dacpite the hardehip, | did euch a great job that | wae promoted again to Chief Factor.
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In 1854, the Governor of the Hudeon’s Bay Company,

George Simpeon, chose me to lead a cearch party for the
= miceing explorar, John Franklin. My acejctant
,. Jamae Grean Stewart and | put together a crew to
" cearch for Mr. Franklin, who went miceing while

looking for a paceageway through the icy Arctic
watere. No one had heard from him ot hie erew of 130
men and 2 chipe cince they left Britain in 1€°45,
\ [ wae oxcited to cot out on thie new adventure,
but | worried about the obetaclae we would face
along the way.

Wa left oh our daring miseion in 1855,
and from the beginning, we encountered
many challenges. The canoes we uced were
pootly made and too weak to break through the

icg, | aleo couldn’t find an Inuit interpreter.
T Thie meant that we had to rely on out poor
—____—understanding of the Inuktitut
— W language each time we mef the
[nuit people.
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to the Arctic before ue fo halp ue to find our way through the, '
rugged terrain. When we reached
Montreal leland, we found proof that
Franklin and hie erew had been in the =
area. | wanted fo continue on, but the \
thick bIa:Inggﬁ% mada it imposeibl

Luckily, we had mape from another explorer who frave
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\ S ! ordared out crew fo repair the
canoace before we headed back.
wo wahted fo live, we had
re
winter cat in,

il

\

-

% |




In the end, | wae unable to locate John
Franklin and hie doomed crew. It soeme that
oven though I couldn’t find Franklin, | still
fulfilled my recponeibilities, When [ returned
home eafely, thay awarded ma with the
prectigious Polar Medal and £400 for my
offorte.” John Franklin’e wife, Lady Franklin,
aleo gave me a book about the diccovery of
Franklin’e fate. Sadly, Franklin and hic crow
were repotfed to have died near the
mouth of the Back River.

“Today, £400 ie worth around
$4.3,000 Canadian dollare.
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Even though I wae eick, | continued fo work for the Company at the Fort Simpeon Post until 1€57. | intanded
fo refire that year, but wae convinced not fo. After a chort break, the Company sant
me fo the Mingan Poct 0D (\—_ 0N the Ct. Lawrance River in 1€50.
previoue poete. | antartained important
people, went fiching, and, onca again, mada

cure the accounte wara in order. | wae mada
Chief Factor of the Southern

Department and left
Mingan in 1€64.
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Decpita the tributec | received
for my courageoue Arctic expedition,
the journey to the notth took ite toll
oh my health. [ eventually lost my
voice and contracted tuberculogie
because of the exposure fo the freezing
femperatures.

In 1661, my brother, Francie
Outram Anderson, bought a house on
my behalf called Ainclie Hill near
Qutton, Ontario. | finally retired _——
from the Hudeon’e Bay Company in .
1€64, and moved to Ainelie Hill "V |
with my family. | epent the rect of my
daye at our farm, watching our children
grow up. | enjoyed those quiet daye and
the peaceful curroundinge of my
beautiful homa.




[ wae buried at St. Jamee Anglican
Chutch in Sutton, cloce to where Jamee
O’Brien Bourchier, the founder of
Qutton, wae laid to rect.
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( During my time with the Hudeon'e Bay
Company, | travallad acrose tha country and back
again. Along the way, | picked up many couvenire of
my awacome adventuree. Theece objecte fell ue about
the faceinating people | met, and the eeenic placae |
vicited throughout the 1€00s.

Ona of my favourife objecte ic tha jackaf |
racaivad from my wifa'e Ojibway grandfather. It is
dacorated with beautiful porcupine quillwork that tha
Firet Nation peoplee used on leather elothing,
moceaeing, bage, jowellery, backete, and birch bark
boxec.

The jacket, along with come of the other
kaapeakae | collacted, ic now on dicplay at the
Goorgina Pionear Village & Archivee in the
gallery namad affer ma.
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During my cearch for the famoug Aretic explorer, John Franklin, | encountered many challenges along the
way. ('an you name come of them%

Anewar: Unable to epeak Inuktitut languagp, paorly conetructed cangee, extremely cold weather, frozen lakee and rivere, wild animale, and navigating unkngwn
tarttory.

GLOSCARY & FURTHER READING

Hudeon’s Bay Company (HBC):

o hitpz//www.hbe.com/hbeheritage/history/
e  hitpy//www.canadiana.org/hbe/intro_e.hitml
Ranke of the HEC:

The usual path for 2 young man entering service with the Hudeon'e Bay Company wae to carve a five-year apprenticeship ae a
clerk. [F he succesefully completed thie trial period, the clerk would be promoted to & junior trader. If he did not prove himself, or
wage thought to be unable to cope with the hardehipe of the northern climate, he wae diemicsed from the Company. A capable
man could be promoted through the ranke of apprentice clerk, clerk, clerk-in-charge, chief trader (eocond-in-command of a [arge
district or in charge of a depot), and chief factor (the highest ranking Commiccioned Officers, usually in charge of districte, and
given the right to eit at the annual meeting of the council and vote on promotions for clerke and Chief Traders).

Upper Canada:

Upper Canada was creafed by the Conetitutional Act of 1791, which divided Quebec info two coloniee: Englich Upper Canada and
French Lower Canada (present-day Quebec). Upper Canada exicted from December 26™, 1791 until February 10™, 1941 (at
which time it became Canada Weet), and generally compriced precent-day Southern Ontario and, until 1797, the Upper
Penineula of what ie now part of the state of Michigan.

John Franidin:

o hitps//www.cdli.ca/CITE/exfranklin.htm

o hitps//www.ric.edu/faculty/motter/frankiinrelice. html

o hitps//www.collectionecanada.ge.ca/ 2/8/h81€10-e.html

Polar Madal:

A medal awarded by the Sovereign of the United Kingdom, which wae ariginally inetituted in 1¥57 to reward explorers who
attempfed to discover the Northweet Paceage. The firet awarde were given o those engaged in the search fo diccover lost
explorer, Sir John Franklin and hie crew who went migeing while looking for the Northwest Paceaga. The madal ie octagonal
and ite face bears the image of the reigning monarch (Queen Victorian wae the reigning monarch when James Anderson wae
awarded the Polar Medal). The back depicte the RRS Diccovery {a wooden ehip [aunched by Britain for Arctic diecovery).

Ainelio Hill:

Ainglie Hill wae located on 200 acres of lot 21, 7™ conceseion, in North Gwillimbury. Jamee Anderson became the owner of
Ainglie Hill in 161 when he gave power of atforney fo hie brother, Francie Outram Anderson, fo purchase the properhy for
£€90 from W.E.T. Corbett. Jamee died at Ainelie Hill in October 1¥67. He left hie wife Margaref the use of the home and ite
furnichinge for her [ifetime upon the condition that ehe remained a widow. She, along with her eon Alexander, wae an execufor
of the ectate. The property wae leff in equal sharee fo the seven children: Eliza, Alexander, Jamee, Allan, Roderick Mackenzie,
William and Roberf. Allan, however, died before the will took effect. The title "Ainelie Hill" wae apparently the choice of Mrs.
Corbett since it wae a family name.




JAMES ANDERSON'S AWESOME ADVENTURES

was drawn by Georgia Peschel of Georgia Toons and written
by staff of the Georgina Pioneer Village & Archives.

GEORGINA

PIONEER
www, georgiatoone.com VILL AGHE
G
The James Anderson Gallery at the Georgina Pioneer Village & Archives was
generously funded by the Hudson’s Bay Company, South Lake Community

Futures Development Corporation, and the Town of Georgina.

Georgina Pioneer Village & Archives

Town of Georgina, Leisure Services Department
26557 Civic Centre Road, Keswick, Ontario, L4P 3G1
Tel: 905-476-4301 ext. 284
Fax: 905-476-7492
Email: curator@georgina.ca
Hours of Operation

First weekend of June to last weekend of August

Open to the public Wednesday to Sunday, 10am to 5pm

September-May

Open to the public by appointment only.

Admission by Donation
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